
Senior Project Standards Overview 
 
During their senior year, students complete a Senior Project that provides them with the 
opportunity to use their foundational academic skills and content knowledge to gain new, deeper 
levels of understanding. The project must challenge the student and needs to be of significant 
value to the student, the school, and the community. This self-directed learning experience 
involves thinking analytically, logically, and creatively. Integrating experience and knowledge to 
form reasoned judgments and solve problems will help direct future career and educational 
opportunities. 
 
I. Project Proposal  
  
A. States what the student will learn in the project that represents a challenge. 
B. Explains why the student chose this project and how it will be a new learning experience. 
C. Meets parameters in the state, district and school handbooks. 
D. Identifies a qualified mentor who reviews the Project at various stages and makes  

recommendations as needed. 
E. Must contain a physical element. 
F. Must contain an area of interest for 10 hours of Community Service. 
 
II. Project Documentation and Evaluation 
A. Senior Project Time Log entries document self-directed learning by listing dates,  

times, activities and expenses. Explains, analyzes, and reflects on the progress in self-  
directed learning. 

B. In-text citations (MLA style) and four (or more) varied project resources. 
C. Evidence of Senior Project (photos, videos, tape recordings, sketches, rough drafts,  

receipts, etc.) should document student progress. 
D. Mentor Evaluation (Mentor Letter) confirms that student has made satisfactory progress 
toward completing the project. 
E. Senior Project Reflection evaluates the project and synthesizes the learning: 

1. Identifies new knowledge/skills acquired. 
2. Discusses what was proven and applied through the research paper and physical 
    project. 
3. Discusses how the project could have been improved or made more  

meaningful. 
F. Minimum  20 hours required are fulfilled and documented in Senior Project Time Log. 
 
III.  Community Service 
A. Minimum 10 hours of documented community service. This time must be signed and 

documented by the leader of the Organization or Facility. 
B. Community Service Sheet will document all hours donated. 
C. Community Service hours are in addition to the 20 hours needed for the physical project. 
 
 


